Apocalypsal versus apocryphal: the role of retroviruses in primary biliary cirrhosis.
The etiology of primary biliary cirrhosis (PBC), much like that of other autoimmune diseases, remains enigmatic. In the case of PBC, several candidates have been proposed, including bacteria, chemicals, and retroviruses. The support for a retroviral etiology has led to a pilot therapeutical interventional program. However, there is limited objective data which can be used to support such a thesis. Until reproducible and mechanistically sound data can be offered, we suggest that pharmaceutical trials are unrealistic and should be discouraged.